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St. Ann Parish Mission Statement
We are called by a loving God
to make St. Ann of Lansing a Catholic community of faith.
We are a family of diverse people with various ministries:
healing the body and spirit, teaching of God and His love,
united in sacraments and prayer, reaching out to the extended community.
With God’s revelation of Himself in Scripture as our guide,
we strive to grow in His Spirit and to fulfill the promise of Christ’s Kingdom.
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From the
Pastor’s Pen
Matthew 21: 1-11

Then, on that momentous crucifixion day when the skies
darkened at noon in a heartbreaking spasm of the solar system, Jesus dragged a heavy cross toward the place of execution. His loss of blood and sleep had sapped His
strength. He collapsed beneath that splintery cross. His
face was battered into the filth of the hard path, filling His
mouth with grit and blood. Then a Roman soldier, eager to
get this grisly business finished, tapped a stranger on the
shoulder and said, "pick up that cross and carry it for Him."
Simon didn't have much choice in the matter. But for
the rest of eternity he would rejoice that he lent his
shoulder and his strength to bear the Master's cross.
He too was a donkey-giver.

Palm (Passion) Sunday 2020

Let me discuss the VALUABLE role of the owner of those
two animals mentioned in the Gospel. "The Lord needs
them." Were those the code words agreed upon earlier,
between Jesus and the owner of the donkey and colt?
Now, a question for us: Did you know that you are supposed to be a donkey-giver too? No, you don't actually
own one of those long-eared, obstinate animals. But you
have some things that the Master could use. Some of
us, this preacher excluded, can sing a song harmoniously.
Some are very effective in reaching out to unchurched persons. Some of us can operate a computer, or teach a class,
or organize a capital funds campaign, or help a homeless
person, or repair a leaking roof, or make a caring phone
call. All of us can give something that promotes Jesus
and His kingdom.

People are still giving things to the Master so that He can
move His kingdom further down the road. You cannot be
in relationship with Jesus and not be on mission. Jesus
said, "As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." (John
20:21)

All of us have some donkeys. All of us have something
which, if given to the Lord, will help Him enter another
city, another nation, another heart. Scripture has quite a
gallery of donkey-givers.

When God honors Christ Church by sending us a new
member, we should ask God to show us what He is up to.
He sends each member to us not only for that member's
good but also to expand the work of His Kingdom. The
gifts and graces of each new member expand the capability
of the church. God wants to touch and transform Lansing
and indeed to reach around the world.

One day by the Sea of Galilee, thousands of people wanted
to hear the words of life from the lips of Jesus. He needed
a platform from which to speak to that throng. There was a
boat close by, right at water's edge. One of Jesus' disciples
probably approached the owner of the boat and asked,
"Would it be alright if Jesus sits in your boat while He addresses these people?" And the owner said, "He's welcome
to use my boat." That boat owner was a donkey-giver, so
to speak.

Often, we become so self-centered. We are forever praying, "O God, bless me. Bless my family, my business, my
golf game, and my football team." Then God replies, "I
want to bless you, but not necessarily in the way you expect. I want you to deny self. Pick up a cross and follow
Me. I will lead you to places where I am working, and I'll
include you. You will be an instrument in My hand. And
as you pour out yourself in My name, you will receive the
mother of all blessings."

Later, Jesus was addressing another vast crowd on a
hillside. They had listened for hours and were craving to
hear more. But it had been a long time since they had eaten
anything. Stomachs were growling and children were
whining. The disciple Philip found a teenaged boy who
had two small pickled fish and five loaves of barley bread.
Philip asked Him, "Are you willing to give your lunch basket to Jesus?" "Gladly," said the boy, never dreaming that
he and 10,000 other people would eat from that lunch basket which miraculously was never emptied. That boy was
a donkey-giver.

Some of you may want some scriptural authority for
what I've been telling you. Some of you are like a husband I heard about who told his wife that housework
was woman's work, and he would not help with it unless she could find a Bible verse that commended that
kind of work to a man. That wife prayed and went to
work on her Bible. Before long, she came to him with
her Bible open to II Kings 21:13, where we read: "God
says, 'I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipes a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down.’" That husband
picked up his dishcloth and headed for the kitchen.

Later, when the shadow of an awful cross was lengthening
ominously and tension was building toward a crescendo,
Jesus needed a day off, a quiet day, a 24-hour relief from
the crowds. Mary and Martha and Lazarus, long-time
friends of Jesus from Bethany, gave Him their home and
hospitality. (We heard about this hospitable family in the
Gospel of last Sunday . . . at the death of Lazarus). Mary
especially honored Him with her sensitive listening and
caring conversation. Jesus was blessed by a family of
donkey-givers.

Let me give you some scripture to back up my claim that
all of us Christians are ministers or donkey-givers. St.
Paul said to the Romans, "We (meaning all of us) have
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us." To the
Corinthians he wrote this: "To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good." Then Paul listed
some of an endless list of spiritual gifts—prophecy, teaching, giving, leadership, compassion, wisdom, and healing.
What's your gift? Are you using it for His glory? Have
you identified it? Are you using it? Are you a donkeygiver?
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One day an older woman, a bank executive, was walking
past one of the offices at the bank. She glanced in and saw
a young woman sitting at her desk, crying. The executive
went in to see if she could help. "Nothing's that bad," she
said. "Tell me about it." The younger woman explained,
"My mother died about a month ago. Just this past weekend I became engaged. We have planned a June wedding.
But I don't know the first thing to do, and I don't have a
mother to help me." "Oh yes you do," said the executive.
"I'll be your mother!" As they hugged each other, an incredible friendship was born, all because one person saw
two things: a hurting person and a ministry that she could
provide.

CORONAVIRUS PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns
and villages curing every disease and illness.
At your command, the sick were made well.
Come to our aid now, in the midst of the
global spread of the coronavirus, that we
may experience your healing love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May
they regain their strength and health through
quality medical care.

Five hundred years from now, as we delight in the glory of
God's kingdom, we will not even remember how much
money we earned on earth, or how big our houses were, or
whether we had much status or popularity. But we will
celebrate forever every single donkey we gave to the Master!

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations
from working together and neighbors from
helping one another. Heal us from our pride,
which can make us claim invulnerability to a
disease that knows no borders. Lord Jesus
Christ healer of all, stay by our side in this
time of uncertainty and sorrow.

During this time, when many people are scared and not
knowing what is going on around them because of the sad
news we hear and see from every corner of the world, let
us be a light in the darkened world of someone else by giving someone a call and talking about HOPE! We can be
the donkey-giver or the donkey itself!

Be with those who have died from this virus.
May they be at rest with You in Your eternal
peace. Be with the families of those who are
sick or have died. As they worry and grieve,
defend them from illness and despair. May
they know Your peace.

People often speak of donkeys in belittling terms. You
may have heard the expression, "I'm just someone who has
to do all the donkey work." Or "so-and-so is as stubborn as
a mule." (A mule is part donkey).

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and
all medical professionals who seek to heal
and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know
Your protection and peace.

These sayings overlook the contributions of a truly valuable animal. Donkeys have served humanity for thousands
of years. They were once prized as symbols of humility,
gentleness, and peace.
In Bible days, donkeys that had never been ridden were
regarded as especially suitable for religious purposes. So it
was most fitting that Jesus sent for a colt to perform the
royal task of carrying Him into Jerusalem. How enviable
was that donkey's mission! How like our mission as Jesus'
followers!

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them
the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people they
are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom
to invest in long-term solutions that will help
prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May
they know Your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth.

A missionary in China calls herself "the Lord's donkey."
She's a humble believer, "carrying" her Lord faithfully into
town after town and training others to do likewise. The
Lord has need of many such "donkeys" in today's world,
humble people who will carry Him into their Jerusalem and
make Him known.

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded
by many people suffering from this illness or
only a few, Lord Jesus Christ stay with us as
we endure and mourn, persist and prepare.
In place of anxiety, give us Your peace.
Lord Jesus Christ, heal us. AMEN

The donkey had to be untied before Jesus could use it. We
too must be released from worldly attachments if we are to
serve Christ. Are we willing to be the Lord's donkey or a
donkey-giver? May the Good Lord continue to strengthen
us to be BOTH, especially during these difficult times. Let
us promote the sense of community by texting and checking
on each other.

Fr. Mark Kalema, Pastor
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The best way to keep up to date with us
is to look for “St. Ann Catholic Parish”
and “St. Ann Catholic School, Lansing”
on facebook, and “like” us. Both pages
are updated several times daily with
breaking news and helpful resources.

Today’s Readings

Readings for the Week

Monday:
Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;
Mt 26:14-25
Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9;
Ps 89:21-22, 25, 27; Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21
Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14;
Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26;
Jn 13:1-15
Friday:
Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25;
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42
Saturday: a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a]; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6,
10,
12, 13-14, 24, 35; or Ps 33:4-7, 12-13, 20-22;
b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps 16: 5, 811;
c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;
d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;
e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6;
f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4; Ps 19:8-11;
g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 or
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;
h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
Mt 28:1-10
Sunday:
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9
or Mt 28:1-10 or (at an afternoon
or evening Mass) Lk 24:13-35

Gospel at the Procession with Palms — Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11).
First Reading — In spite of my sufferings I am not disgraced. I am not put to shame (Isaiah 50:4-7).
Psalm — My God, my God, why have you abandoned
me? (Psalm 22).
Second Reading — Christ emptied himself, and God
filled this emptiness with exaltation (Philippians 2:6-11).
Gospel — The account of Christ’s passion according to
Matthew (Matthew 26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54]).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Five Simple Ways to Celebrate
Holy Week at Home
Create a simple prayer space in your home, and gather
there to pray during the week.
Palm Sunday: At your regular Mass time, read the
first Palm Sunday Gospel (Mt 21:1–11) and meditate on
or discuss what Jesus might be thinking as he enters
Jerusalem for the last time.
Holy Thursday: Bake bread for sharing at dinner;
make a ritual of stripping the dinner table of all cloths
and decorations after dinner.

Hosanna!

Good Friday: Pray the Stations of the Cross at 3:00
p.m.

“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest” (Matthew 21:9). With these words the Church enters the holiest of weeks, commemorating the passion,
death, and resurrection of Christ. When the people of
Jerusalem cried out with their “hosannas,” they were
using an ancient Hebrew shout of acclamation that
meant “Pray, save us.” The king to whom they were
shouting eventually would save them, but in a way that
would be far from what they expected. Salvation would
come from the wood of the cross as Jesus hung there to
bring freedom from sin and life through death, opening
the gates of heaven for all who put their faith and trust
in him.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Holy Saturday: In the morning, read Psalm 64 and
break your Good Friday fast solemnly with a simple
meal.
Easter Sunday: Dress up the dinner table again. Include candles and crosses, so that the candy baskets
aren’t the only festive items present. Sing Alleluia and
read the Easter Gospel (Matthew 28:1-10) with solemnity and joy.
Look online for other suggestions for celebrating Holy
Week at home, to deepen and enrich your experience at
this time of social isolation.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

PALM SUNDAY
Do This in Memory of Me
As we enter Holy Week, we celebrate the gift of the
Eucharist as our heavenly food. We continue to reflect
on the challenge of global hunger.
How does our faith inspire us to share the gifts that
God has bestowed on us?

Visit crsricebowl.org for more information.
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NOW MORE THAN EVER,
ST. ANN PARISH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!
With the absence of formal gatherings, we have no way to
take up a physical weekly collection. Luckily, we already
have secure electronic giving established through Give
Central, where our faithful can make offertory donations
without coming in contact with anyone. Absent the weekly collection, we will find it difficult to keep going: ministry,
maintenance, staff, and other expenses rely on our parishioners' weekly generosity. If you've not previously
signed up, please visit our Give Central link below.

Dear St. Ann parish, parents, and students,
On behalf of Fr. Mark and myself, I want to thank
you so much for your patience during this trying
time, and an extra special thank you goes out to
all of those parents and guardians who are on the
COVID-19 front lines. We pray for your safety every day and are so grateful for all that you do!

Did you know you can set up automated
payments and manage your weekly and other
giving at www.givecentral.org?
Click the DONATE tab and then search for
St. Ann Lansing to get started!

Since the Archdiocese announced the systemwide school closure over three weeks ago now,
we at St. Ann have continued to work diligently to
ensure all of our students are receiving the best
quality online education and resources. After two
weeks of e-learning, we have just enjoyed our
week-long Spring Break and are ready to hit the
ground running again on Monday. Over the
break, our teachers continued working to tweak
the academic program based on student results
and parent input from the first two weeks.

Should you need assistance navigating the website or
setting up your account, Brian Kozlowski is happy to help!
Call the Parish Office at 708.895.6700; leave a message
and he will call you back. Or email Brian at
brianmkozlowski@gmail.com

We have continued our Monday/Wednesday/
Friday distribution of free breakfasts and lunches
for all children of the community 18 and under,
whether they attend St. Ann or not. If you know
someone who could benefit from these meals,
please pass the word along to their parents or
guardians. Meals are available between 11:00
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on the aforementioned days of
the week. Recipients should bring a grocery bag
to carry their meals and milk.

Religious Education families should have received an
email from Ms. Bustamante regarding at-home learning
during the quarantine. If you did not receive a communication, please email her at repstannparish@gmail.com
or call 708.895.6700 and leave a message.

Sunday Masses Continue to be Televised
Due to the suspension of public liturgies,
Sunday Masses will continue to be televised on
local stations in English, Spanish, and Polish
for the duration of our stay-at-home order

As we continue to journey toward the death and
triumphant resurrection of Jesus, we are so sad to
be unable to share the Easter season and its miracles with you, but are happy to know that you are
safe and together. If Fr. Mark or I can be of any
assistance to you, you can reach out to us by
email at any time.

ABC 7 Chicago: Sunday Masses
with Cardinal Cupich at 9:30 a.m.

egonzalez@stannschoollansing.org

Univision Chicago (WGBO 66):
Spanish-language Mass with
Fr. Ismael Sandoval-Manzo at 10 a.m.

We look forward to seeing everyone again when
we are finally all able to gather!

Polvision 397/679:
Polish-language Mass at 9 a.m. and
3 p.m. with Fr. Peter Wojcik.

God bless you and your families,

Principal Gonzalez
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To Our Casino Night and Pot of Gold Sponsors and Ticket Holders,
Thank you for supporting our parish fundraising efforts! We know it was disappointing to learn that our
March 14 fundraisers were postponed due to the Coronavirus pandemic, but we are confident we made
the right decision for the health and safety of the St. Ann Parish and School family and community. As we
were making this very tough decision, the Archdiocese had just announced the temporary closure of
Catholic schools and the suspension of all Masses until further notice. It was imperative for us to follow suit
as well.
During this very uncertain and unprecedented time, it is important to note that both fundraisers are merely
postponed, not canceled. Please hold onto your tickets. Right now, the plan is to keep both fundraisers
together, hoping that we can reschedule the Casino Night to a date that is yet to be determined. If it becomes apparent the rescheduled date will be too far into the future, we will then select a nearer date for
the Pot of Gold Raffle drawing, which we will video-record and post or live-stream on social media.
At this time, all we can do is wait, be patient, and adhere to the CDC guidelines. Once they determine
that conditions are safe for gathering, we will work hard to schedule a new date and communicate that
information to you. We cannot reschedule the events until a time at which it will be safe for all to gather.
We will keep you informed with updates as they become available.
In the meantime, if you have not already purchased a Pot of Gold ticket, or would like to invest in another
one, you can do so at our secure e-giving site, Give Central: https://www.givecentral.org/location/100/
Visit our Facebook pages for the most up to date information and messages from Fr. Mark:
@StAnnLansing, @St.AnnSchoolofLansing, and @stannpalace
Thank you for your understanding and patience. We are praying for everyone’s health and a swift resolution to the crisis.

Kindest regards,
The St. Ann Casino Night/Pot of Gold Committee

8

St. Ann Catholic Church
Bulletin #038050
Bulletin Editor Jennifer Gray
708-895-6700
Sunday, April 5, 2020
Microsoft Publisher 365

St. Ann Parish
3010 Ridge Road
Lansing, IL 60438

10

