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St. Ann Parish Mission Statement
We are called by a loving God to make St. Ann of Lansing a Catholic community of faith.
We are a family of diverse people with various ministries:
healing the body and spirit, teaching of God and His love,
united in sacraments and prayer, reaching out to the extended community.
With God’s revelation of Himself in Scripture as our guide,
we strive to grow in His Spirit and to fulfill the promise of Christ’s Kingdom.
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From the
Pastor’s Pen

It is worthwhile to remember, however, that Love is not
instinctive, not inborn; it is a learned response! To make
an analogy in the animal world, catching and eating prey
is not automatic. The cubs must learn that. And it is
completely appropriate, on this day in particular, to ask
from whom do they learn how to catch and eat prey?
Who protects the baby animals? Who moves them from
den to den? Who defends them to the point of death?
And who teaches them survival skills?
The answer to all those questions above is their mothers. Human mothers, it should be mentioned on this
Mother's Day, do the same. They teach us survival skills!
But more than that they teach love! And they teach it
in the only effective way one teaches anything: by doing
loving things for their children and for other people.
Love, as we all know, is not just warm fuzzy feelings; it is
dedication and commitment; it is care; it is unselfishness
and thoughtfulness; it is patience and kindness; it is forgiveness. Warm fuzzy feelings come and go, and that's
why Jesus said love is a commandment. We thank the
mothers for loving us.
Mothers, like Jesus in some way, become the measurement of how we are to love! As Jesus said, "Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another," so
every mother silently says the same. Watch me and you
will learn how to love. Let me move you from selfishness
to sharing and concern for others. Watch me and I will
show you how to do it. In this way, every mother furthers
the Gospel. Someone once said, “A mother’s patience
is like a tube of toothpaste . . . it is never quite all
gone.”
So whose day is this day? This day is for all the mothers
who have sat up all night with sick toddlers, sitting beside
them and saying with confidence, "It's okay honey.
Mommy's here." This is the day for all the mothers of
Yemen, Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, Sudan and many other
war-torn nations who fled in the night and can't find their
children. This is the day for the mothers who gave birth
to babies they will never see. It's also for those mothers
who took those babies and gave them homes.
It's the day for all the mothers of those school shootings
we have had in recent memory, and it is for the mothers
of the murderer's too! It is for the mothers who bite their
lips sometimes until they bleed when their 15-year olds
dye their hair green or purple! This is the day for the
mothers whose children have gone astray, who can't find
the words to reach them. This is the day for young mothers stumbling through diaper changes and sleep deprivation
This is also for the mature mothers who have learnt to let
go. It is the day for employed mothers and work-at-home
mothers. Single mothers and married mothers. Mothers
with money and mothers without money. This day is for
all of you mothers who SHOWED and continue to
SOW the seed of love! May God bless all of you mothers today and on!
Continued

JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE
Happy Mother's Day to all mothers and to those who fill
in as mothers in helping children to become mature
adults. I'll start with a little joke, then a reflection on
mothers, before my thoughts on today's readings.
A little girl, when asked her name, would always tell
people, “I’m Mr. Brown’s daughter.” One day, her
mother told her, “Don’t say to people you’re ‘Mr.
Brown’s daughter.’ Tell them, ‘I’m Susan Brown.’”
One Sunday morning, as the new pastor was getting
acquainted with his parishioners, he asked the little
girl, “Aren’t you Mr. Brown’s daughter?” The little
girl answered, “I thought I was, but my mom tells me
I’m not.” (The Joyful Noise letter, May, 2004)
When children quote us, sometimes it can be embarrassing — one of the joys and challenges of raising children.
Going back to the origins of this holiday might give us
some food for thought. As you might know, the practice
of celebrating Mother's Day comes from Civil War times.
Mrs. Anna Reeves Jarvis wanted to organize a special day
for mothers who had sons fighting on opposing sides in
the Civil War. And so Mother's Day was meant to be
comfort for a mother's worse nightmare: the possibility
that her sons might be killing each other on a battlefield
somewhere.
In 1907, Jarvis's daughter began a movement to make
Mother's Day a national event. Finally, in 1915, President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the second Sunday of May
as Mother’s Day. From there, the commercial interests
took over!
Today, very few people remember the painful origins
of Mother’s Day. But perhaps we can recapture some
of the original meaning of this day if we return to the
image of children at war! I am not talking just about
the horrible reality of children killing other children, but
also the cultural wars, the ones most parents feel they are
losing to the all-powerful media. The good news is that
teachers and parents in general, and mothers in particular,
have one advantage in these cultural wars: they have the
first chance to make a lasting impression.
In John’s Gospel, John 13:31-38, Jesus gives us the commandment of love; in those verses, mothers are advocates.
And they stand by not silently, but with words of direction
and wisdom, repeated over and over aga in. "I give you a
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another." This
is the summary of the Christian message: to love as Jesus
loves us. That word, "as," pops up several times in Jesus'
teaching. "Love one another as I have loved you.”
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” “Be compassionate as your Heavenly
Father is compassionate." This is the standard by which
our moral lives are to be measured.
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To have a home is not just to have a house. Some people
sometimes say you can buy a house BUT you cannot buy
a home! It is to have a set of close ties with people who
accept us for what we are, and who give us a feeling of
belonging. But despite all the buildings we put up and
roots we put down, here on earth we do not have a lasting
home. All we have, as Paul says, is a kind of tent. At
death, the tent is folded up.

The Gospel today talks about the Father’s house with
many dwelling places. It talks about our home in Heaven.
Being Mother’s Day, we recognize that when we talk of a
mother’s love, the thought of “home” comes to mind immediately. It's impossible to exaggerate the importance
of home. I once heard the governor of a prison say, “If
you were to give the prisoners a choice between going
home and staying here in a luxury suite, complete with
color TV, a sauna, a cocktail cabinet, and so on, there isn't
a single prisoner who wouldn’t choose to go home.”

Hence, it is not only on earth that we need a home. We
also need a home to go to when death brings down the
curtain on the day of our life. Without such a home, life
would be a journey to nowhere.

When things fail, when we feel tired and lonely, there is
always home to go to. “Let's go home.” “I want to go
home.” How many times and in how many different circumstances have we heard people say those words or
have said them ourselves. Home is where we are safe.
Home is a place of communion. If you know you're going home, the trip is never too long or too difficult. We
must go out into the world to know how lovely our own
home is. Imagine if we had no home to go to.

During the Last Supper, Jesus began to talk to the apostles about the fact that He was leaving them. On hearing
this, they were plunged into sorrow. But He consoled
them with these words, which are probably the loveliest
words in the Gospel: 'There are many rooms in My Father's house. I am going to prepare a place for you. I
shall return to take you with Me; so that where I am you
may be too.' This means that we have an eternal home to
go to, namely, the Father's house. For a child, home is
not so much a place as a relationship of love and trust. A
child can move around a lot and not feel homeless, as
long as his/her parents are there. It is the same for those
who have a close relationship with God. We spend our
lives searching for God and groping our way towards
Him. To die is to find Him, to meet Him, and to see Him.
To die is to go to God, and to go to God is to go home.

Nelson Mandela tells how, during the long years of his
imprisonment on Robben Island, he had a recurring
nightmare. He says, “In the dream, I had just been released from prison — only it was not Robben Island but
a jail in Johannesburg. I walked outside the gates into
the city and found no one to meet me. In fact, there was
no one there at all, no people, no cars, no taxis. I would
then set out on foot towards Soweto. I walked for many
hours before arriving in Orlando West, and then turned
the corner towards No. 8115. Finally, I would see my
home, but it turned out to be empty, a ghost house, with
all the doors and windows open but no one there at all.
(Long Road to Freedom, 1994, Little, Brown and Company)

Fr. Mark Kalema, Pastor

Today’s Readings

First Reading — To meet their growing needs, the community chooses
seven reputable men to serve the new Greek believers (Acts 6:1-7).
Psalm — Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you
(Psalm 33).
Second Reading — We, like living stones, let ourselves be built into a
spiritual house (1 Peter 2:4-9).
Gospel — “Show us the Father,” Philip asks Jesus. To which Jesus replies: “Whoever sees me, sees the Father” (John 14:1-12).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-4, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26
Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a
Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17
Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12-17
Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20; 1 Pt 3:15-18 or 1 Pt
4:13-16; Jn 14:15-21 or Jn 17:1-11a
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Monday, May 11
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Tuesday, May 12
(St. Nereus; St. Achilleus; St. Pancras)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† Mack Foreman
Wednesday, May 13 (Our Lady of Fatima)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† Mark Morario, Jr. (Karen Morario)
Thursday, May 14 (St. Matthias)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Friday, May 15 (St. Isidore)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Saturday, May 16
4:00 p.m. Mass
† Albert Sertic (Alice Sertic)
† Mel Tiltges (June Tiltges)
† Mary Schurke (Jan & Robert Ontolchik)
† All Mothers (St. Ann Women’s Club)
Sunday, May 17 (Sixth Sunday of Easter)
8:30 a.m. Mass
† All Mothers (St. Ann Women’s Club)
10:30 a.m. Mass
† Alice Kellen

Big News! Big News! Big News! Big News!
Our postponed Pot of Gold drawing, which was to have
taken place at the also postponed Casino Night at the
Place, has been rescheduled! We will draw the winners
after the 10:30 a.m. livestreamed Mass on

4-26-2020
Wൾൾඅඒ Bඎൽൾඍ:
$ 12,000.00
Dඋඈඉ Oൿൿ/Mൺංඅ Iඇ:
2,315.00
Oඇඅංඇൾ/Gංඏൾ Cൾඇඍඋൺඅ:
1,830.00
$ -7,855.00
Sඍ. Aඇඇ 50-50 Cඅඎൻ: $
230.00
Sർඁඈඈඅ Sർඁඈඅൺඋඌඁංඉ: $
72.00
Bඎංඅൽංඇ Fඎඇൽ:
$
62.00
Sඍ. Vංඇർൾඇඍ ൽൾ Pൺඎඅ: $
130.00
Mൺංඇඍൾඇൺඇർൾ Fඎඇൽ: $
42.00
Aൽൽංඍංඈඇൺඅ Eൺඌඍൾඋ: $
100.00
Thank you for your continued support of St. Ann.
Figures include all mailed-in, dropped-off,
and online contributions.

Sunday, May 31
The drawing will take
place on Facebook Live
so that we may remain
responsibly socially
distanced, but everyone
can still see, just like if we
were pulling the winners
at the big party!
That being said, we have not come anywhere near to selling out the 1,000 available tickets (we are somewhere in
the mid-600 range), which does not help our already
precarious financial situation. We typically sell an additional 30-60 tickets at the dinner auction, but obviously did
not have that opportunity this year. Therefore, if you have
not yet purchased yours, or wish to buy another ticket to
support the parish, you may do so at our Give Central link:

St. Ann’s 50-50 Club
Our April 26 winning number was 0072.
0072 WON $1,460.50. CONGRATULATIONS!
DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!
To be eligible, both your 50-50 ($5.00) and weekly
collection envelopes (no limit, but at least $5) with
separate payments must be in the parish office by
9:00 a.m. Monday.

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100/
event/10730

 NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW 
You may make your 50-50 donation at
Give Central, along with your weekly and
other contributions!

We will fill out your ticket, email you a photo,
and mail you your stub. Thank you!
We believe that generosity
has the power to unite and
heal communities in good
times and bad.

NOW MORE THAN EVER, ST. ANN
PARISH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!

A global threat like COVID-19
touches every person on the
planet, and it presents an opportunity to come together as
a global community.

With the absence of formal gatherings, we have no way to
take up a physical weekly collection. Luckily, we already
have secure electronic giving established through Give
Central, where our faithful can make offertory donations
without coming in contact with anyone. Absent the weekly collection, we will find it difficult to keep going: ministry,
maintenance, staff, and other expenses rely on our parishioners' weekly generosity. If you've not previously
signed up, please visit our Give Central link below.

Thank you for your support of #GivingTuesdayNow,
a new global day of giving and unity that took place
as an emergency response to the unprecedented
need caused by COVID-19.
We will continue to accept Giving Tuesday donations until the end of the month. If everyone who is so moved
could make a donation to our campaign, we would be so
grateful and could breathe a little easier in these uncertain times.

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100
Should you need assistance navigating the website
or setting up your account, Brian Kozlowski is happy
to help! Call the Parish Office at 708.895.6700; leave
a message and he will call you back.
Or email Brian at
brianmkozlowski@gmail.com

Please visit our Give Central link
to make a contribution:

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100/
event/14494

You may also mail in your envelopes,
or drop them through the mail slot in the
Parish Office door facing the school building
(go inside the little screened porch, and you
will find the slot on the inside door).

If you’d rather donate by cash or check, please submit in
an envelope marked #GivingTuesdayNow. Thank you!
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May Crowning
Please Join Us
on Facebook Live

Friday, May 15

Dear St. Ann Parish, Parents, and Students,

at 1:00 p.m.
as We Honor Our

It is hard to believe that St. Ann School has been
working online for over six weeks now. If we follow
the COVID crisis timeline from when school first
closed on March 13 to today, the teachers, parents
and staff have done an excellent job of maximizing
online learning to the fullest. During this difficult
time, St. Ann students went to Vietnam, had a scavenger hunt, learned to make cookies and Spanish
omelets, explored states West of the Mississippi,
mailed letters home to absent students, used calligraphy that started with Nero in Rome, mastered IXL
and IREADY, and the list goes on and on. As the
educational leader of the school, I am extremely
proud of all the project-based learning and remote
learning in which our students are engaged.

Holy Mother
with This Beautiful
8th Grade Tradition

Free meals are available at the church for ALL kids 18
and under every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from
11 a.m. - 1 p.m., while supplies last! No registration necessary. Each child will receive breakfast and two lunches
each day. Come and see us!

This past Friday, we hosted a parking lot Drive Thru
Parade celebrating e-learning achievements and
the wrap-up of Teacher Appreciation Week. Families were invited to display their school spirit by decorating their cars, and teachers were socially distanced throughout the lot, waiving and blowing
kisses to their students as they drove by. It was so
great to see their faces!

dered additional lunches, so no family is ever turned
away. Additionally, the food service program has
updated the lunch menus to include tasty meals for
heating and eating.

While we are busy, we are winding down our 20192020 school year. Twenty years from now, we can
all safely say “St. Ann’s survived COVID19 in 2020,”
and our 8th grade graduates will look back and
laugh at the crazy things we had to do to survive
and thrive.

The majority of our families have already re-enrolled
their students for the upcoming year, and we have
financial aid available for both returning and new
families for the 2020-2021 school year. If you or anyone else you know has been searching for a dynamic, nurturing, and diverse school that has kept
pace with the new demands placed on education
of late, please reach out so we can fill you in. We
are accepting applications and scheduling virtual
interviews now. We do have openings at most
grade levels as of right now, but don’t delay. Leave
a message at 708.895.1661 or email me directly at
egonzalez@stannschoolansing.org.

Please follow our Facebook page for upcoming
school events, and mark your calendars for Friday,
May 15 at 1:00 p.m. The 8th grade class will be selecting one of their peers to crown Mary on Facebook Live, along with the annual Living Rosary on
Zoom. St. Ann School will also host a virtual school
wide talent show on May 20 that will be uploaded
to our Facebook page right after the event. All St.
Ann students will also be required to perform two
days of service on May 27-28 to help in their homes
or to set aside time for reflection and adoration of
our Lord Jesus Christ with their families. Finally, we
are still serving grab and go lunches between 111:00 at the church on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday. Please pick some up! Father Mark has or-

Happy Mother’s Day to all our
Mothers and Mother-Figures!
God bless you and your families,
Principal Gonzalez
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If you wish to receive the weekly St. Ann
church bulletin electronically, please send
your name and email address to
jeng@saintanncatholicparish.com
or subscribe here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/
BulletinSubscribe.aspx

CORONAVIRUS PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns
and villages curing every disease and illness.
At your command, the sick were made well.
Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.

Attend Sunday Mass via livestream every
week at 10:30 a.m. on the St. Ann Catholic
Parish Facebook page. Previous Masses,
including Easter, may also be seen on our
choir’s YouTube channel. Go to
YouTube.com and search for
St Ann Choir. You do not need an
account for YouTube.

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May
they regain their strength and health through
quality medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations
from working together and neighbors from
helping one another. Heal us from our pride,
which can make us claim invulnerability to a
disease that knows no borders. Lord Jesus
Christ healer of all, stay by our side in this time
of uncertainty and sorrow.

The best way to keep up to date with us
is to look for “St. Ann Catholic Parish”
and “St. Ann Catholic School, Lansing”
on facebook, and “like” us. Both pages
are updated several times daily with
breaking news and helpful resources.

Be with those who have died from this virus.
May they be at rest with You in Your eternal
peace. Be with the families of those who are
sick or have died. As they worry and grieve,
defend them from illness and despair. May
they know Your peace.

Follow us on Instagram!
@stannlansing

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and
all medical professionals who seek to heal
and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know
Your protection and peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them
the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people they are
meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May
they know Your peace, as they work together
to achieve it on earth.

Our Sunday bulletin is an important way for us to communicate with you. Producing it every week could be
very costly, but through our arrangement with the J. S.
Paluch Company, we do not pay for the printing, saving
thousands of dollars each year. The Paluch Company
arranges for the bulletin to be supported through the generosity of the businesses that you see advertised on the
back cover. Most of these advertisers are members of
our local community, and many belong to our parish.
Especially now, during these uncertain economic times, I
urge you to support these advertisers with your patronage. Tell the business owners that you appreciate their
support of St. Ann through their advertisements in the
bulletin. This is one small way that we can work within
our own community to weather the challenges that we
currently face. A strong and vibrant parish is good for
our community, and a thriving business community is
good for everyone!

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded
by many people suffering from this illness or
only a few, Lord Jesus Christ stay with us as we
endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In
place of anxiety, give us Your peace. Lord
Jesus Christ, heal us. AMEN

We are now on Twitter, too!
Follow us @saintannlansing.
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