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St. Ann Parish Mission Statement
We are called by a loving God to make St. Ann of Lansing a Catholic community of faith.
We are a family of diverse people with various ministries:
healing the body and spirit, teaching of God and His love,
united in sacraments and prayer, reaching out to the extended community.
With God’s revelation of Himself in Scripture as our guide,
we strive to grow in His Spirit and to fulfill the promise of Christ’s Kingdom.
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God's closeness shields us against a sense of abandonment
and despair. Jesus now depends on us to be His witnesses
before the world. It's a daunting task but a great privilege
too. The most effective way to witness to Jesus is by
living a Christian life.

From the
Pastor’s Pen
FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

Notice in today's Gospel, Matthew doesn't even mention
the Ascension. He wants us to focus not so much on
where Jesus went but on what Jesus wants us to do
now. St. Luke gives us the same message when the angel
asks the disciples, "Why are you standing there looking at
the sky?" In other words, it's time to get to work, boys
and girls.

Humor: I'm sure you've heard the old story of the conversation between a pig and a cow. The pig is complaining to the cow that nobody ever has a kind word for him.
"Look at the way I give of myself," he says. "I produce
bacon, ham, and pork chops. The bristles of my skin are
used for brushes, my hide for luggage. Why, some people even pickle my feet and consider them a delicacy.
Why is it then that everyone speaks more kindly of you,
the cow, than of me?" To which the cow replied, "My
friend, perhaps it is that I give of myself while I am still
alive."

Matthew tells us the apostles would go forth with the Authority of Jesus; they were to go to all the nations; their
ministry would be sacramental (they would baptize) and it
would be a ministry of teaching people to observe all that
I have commanded you. Notice the use of the word "all."
"All authority," "all nations," "all that I command," "all
days." The mission of the Church (which is our mission
today) has no limit

In today’s Gospel message, on this Ascension Day, Jesus
now depends on us. When we are still here on earth, we
are His witnesses before the world. It's a daunting task
but a great privilege too. When we witness to truth, justice, love, and peace, we are witnessing to Jesus. The way
to witness to truth is to live truthfully. The way to witness
to justice is to act justly in all one's dealings with others.
The way to witness to love is to act lovingly towards others. And the way to witness to peace is to live in peace
with others while we live and interact with them, here on
earth. In short, the most effective way to witness to
Jesus is to live a Christian life; here on earth within
our families and our community where we live. We
can draw encouragement from what Mother Teresa said,
“I don't pray for success; I pray that I may be a faithful
witness.”

After the Resurrection, Jesus made frequent appearances
to his followers. The scene described in the Acts of the
Apostles (our first reading today) is more or less His final
apparition to them. On that occasion, the apostles were
encouraged to get busy proclaiming the Gospel and
converting the world and not to just stand there staring Jesus into the sky.
So where does this leave us? Shall we just sit around
waiting for Jesus to come back? No one has any idea
when that might happen - although we should always be
ready spiritually for it to happen. St. Leo the Great tells
us, "Christ's Ascension is our own ascension; our body
has the hope of one day being where its glorious Head has
preceded it." In fact, Jesus had said at the Last Supper,
"in my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If
there were not, would I have told you that I am going to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back again and take you to Myself, so
that where I am you also may be." (Jn 14, 2&3)

The leaving of a dear one is a painful thing because we
become conscious of his or her absence, and of our own
emptiness and loneliness. But this pain must be faced.
Jesus honored His apostles (and now honors us) by entrusting them with the task of carrying on His mission.
That task was first one of preaching. They were to tell the
Good News to all those who had never heard it.
Secondly, the task was one of healing. Christianity is
concerned not just with the soul but also with health of
mind and body to people. The only assurance Jesus gave
them was that He would be with them always: “I'll be
with you always; yes, to the end of time.” However, that
assurance would give them the courage and strength to
face whatever difficulties lay ahead.

We read in the letter to the Colossians: "If then you were
raised with Christ, seek what is above where Christ is
seated at the right hand of God. Think of what is above,
not of what is on earth." (Colossians. 1,1-2) We can get
so involved in living our daily lives that we forget that we
are called to also live in the spirit. God has better things
ahead for us. We do not want to lose the eternal life and
love He has created for us to enjoy. What should the Ascension mean for us? It is a
feast that reminds us of the
eternal life we are called to.
But to merit that, we have to
witness Him with our love for
one another. Amen.

The idea that they could drink a poisoned drink or pick up
a dangerous snake and come to no harm (which we hear
in the Gospel of Mark) must not be taken literally. These
are symbols of evil, and Jesus was saying that His power
would enable them to triumph over evil. As we go
through these difficult times of the Coronavirus all of us
can recall that promise, and be assured that in spite of
these dark days that we are all experiencing, He will triumph over this with us.

Fr. Mark Kalema,
Pastor

A sense of the presence of Christ with us doesn't change
the world for us, but it can give us the courage to face it.
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Today’s Readings

Monday, May 25 (St. Bede the Venerable;
St. Gregory VII; St. Mary Magdalene dePazzi)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Tuesday, May 26 (St. Philip Neri)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† Stan Wohadlo
Wednesday, May 27
(St. Augustine of Canterbury)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Thursday, May 28
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Friday, May 29
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Saturday, May 30
4:00 p.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Sunday, May 31 (Pentecost Sunday)
8:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
There is no need to reschedule Mass intentions already on the calendar. They have
been and are being celebrated privately by
the pastor every day. Please call the Parish Office for more information or to
schedule additional Mass intentions.

“Pushed” Out on Mission

There is a delightful character in the original Dr. Dolittle Tales called the “PushmiPullyu.” It is a beast with two identical
halves, with a head at each end. No matter
which direction the beast walks, one end is
the “push me” and the other is the “pull
you.” Today’s feast is a bit like that in the
life of the church. In the book of the Acts
of the Apostles, it is the ascension of Christ
that calls for the Holy Spirit, which consequently sends or “pushes” the church out
on its mission. This is the message that we
hear from the angels today as they tell the
friends of Jesus not to look up into the
clouds, but to get busy. It is the message of
Jesus himself in Matthew’s Gospel, as He
sends them out to baptize. He also tells
them, “I am with you always, until the end
of the age” (Matthew 28:20). And it is this
message, confident in faith that Jesus has
ascended to shouts of joy, that “pulls” us
along to our final destiny. The life of the
faithful disciple, sent into the world on mission, will one day know the same risen,
ascended glory.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they will be witnesses to
the ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11).
Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for
the Lord (Psalm 47).
Second Reading — May the Father of glory give you a Spirit of wisdom
and revelation (Ephesians 1:17-23).
Gospel — Jesus instructs the Eleven to baptize and teach people of all
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
nations (Matthew 28:16-20).
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; Jn 16:29-33
Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a
Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab; Jn 17:11b-19
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11; Jn 17:20-26
Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7; Jn 21:20-25
Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl
3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29-30; Rom 8:22-27;
Jn 7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23

CORONAVIRUS PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages curing
every disease and illness. At Your command, the sick were made
well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the
coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their
strength and health through quality medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping one another. Heal us from our
pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that
knows no borders. Lord Jesus Christ healer of all, stay by our side
in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from this virus. May they be at rest
with You in Your eternal peace. Be with the families of those who
are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them
from illness and despair. May they know Your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who put
themselves at risk in the process. May they know Your protection
and peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act
with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people they
are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term
solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks.
May they know Your peace, as they work together to achieve it on
earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering
from this illness or only a few, Lord Jesus Christ stay with us as we
endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of anxiety, give
us Your peace. Lord Jesus Christ, heal us. AMEN
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Big News! Big News! Big News! Big News!
Our postponed Pot of Gold drawing, which was to have
taken place at the also postponed Casino Night at the
Place, has been rescheduled! We will draw the winners
after the 10:30 a.m. livestreamed Mass on

5-10-2020
Wൾൾඅඒ Bඎൽൾඍ:
$ 12,000.00
Dඋඈඉ Oൿൿ/Mൺංඅ Iඇ:
3,345.00
Oඇඅංඇൾ/Gංඏൾ Cൾඇඍඋൺඅ:
1,970.00
$ -6,685.00
Sඍ. Aඇඇ 50-50 Cඅඎൻ: $
380.00
Gංඏංඇ Tඎൾඌൽൺඒ Nඈඐ: $
805.00
Bඎංඅൽංඇ Fඎඇൽ:
$
212.00
Mൺංඇඍൾඇൺඇർൾ Fඎඇൽ: $
969.00
Cൺඍඁඈඅංർ Cඁൺඋංඍංൾඌ: $
396.00
Mංඌർൾඅඅൺඇൾඈඎඌ:
$ 1,000.00
Thank you for your continued support of St. Ann.
Figures include all mailed-in, dropped-off,
and online contributions.

Sunday, May 31
The drawing will take
place on Facebook Live
so that we may remain
responsibly socially
distanced, but everyone
can still see, just like if we
were pulling the winners
at the big party!
That being said, we have not come anywhere near to selling out the 1,000 available tickets (we are somewhere in
the mid-600 range), which does not help our already
precarious financial situation. We typically sell an additional 30-60 tickets at the dinner auction, but obviously did
not have that opportunity this year. Therefore, if you have
not yet purchased yours, or wish to buy another ticket to
support the parish, you may do so at our Give Central link:

St. Ann’s 50-50 Club
Our May 10 winning number was 1937.
1937 WON $372.50. CONGRATULATIONS!
DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!
To be eligible, both your 50-50 ($5.00) and weekly
collection envelopes (no limit, but at least $5) with
separate payments must be in the parish office by
9:00 a.m. Monday.

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100/
event/10730

 NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW 
You may make your 50-50 donation at
Give Central, along with your weekly and
other contributions!

We will fill out your ticket, email you a photo,
and mail you your stub. Thank you!
We believe that generosity
has the power to unite and
heal communities in good
times and bad.

NOW MORE THAN EVER, ST. ANN
PARISH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!

A global threat like COVID-19
touches every person on the
planet, and it presents an opportunity to come together as
a global community.

With the absence of formal gatherings, we have no way to
take up a physical weekly collection. Luckily, we already
have secure electronic giving established through Give
Central, where our faithful can make offertory donations
without coming in contact with anyone. Absent the weekly collection, we will find it difficult to keep going: ministry,
maintenance, staff, and other expenses rely on our parishioners' weekly generosity. If you've not previously
signed up, please visit our Give Central link below.

Thank you for your support of #GivingTuesdayNow,
a new global day of giving and unity that took place
as an emergency response to the unprecedented
need caused by COVID-19.
We will continue to accept Giving Tuesday donations
until the end of the month. If everyone who is so moved
could make a donation to our campaign, we would be so
grateful and could breathe a little easier in these
uncertain times.

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100
Should you need assistance navigating the website
or setting up your account, Brian Kozlowski is happy
to help! Call the Parish Office at 708.895.6700; leave
a message and he will call you back.
Or email Brian at
brianmkozlowski@gmail.com

Please visit our Give Central link
to make a contribution:

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100/
event/14494

You may also mail in your envelopes,
or drop them through the mail slot in the
Parish Office door facing the school building
(go inside the little screened porch, and you
will find the slot on the inside door).

If you’d rather donate by cash or check, please submit in
an envelope marked #GivingTuesdayNow. Thank you!
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Dear St. Ann Parish, Parents, and Students,
As we continue to celebrate the month of Mary,
let’s remember that praying the Rosary can help
heal our nation and provide tranquility to our school
and church. Out of practice, or not sure how to do
it? Visit http://therosary.online/ for some inspiration
and guidance. Or even better, stop by our St. Ann
School Facebook page to pray along with the 8th
Grade Living Rosary and see the May Crowning
from last week—the video was posted on Friday,
May 8 for reference. Here are some lovely photos
of crowner Bianca Loera and her little brother, Alexander from that picture-perfect day. The virtual
crowning of our most Sacred Mother of Jesus Christ
reminds us that, no matter what circumstances this
world throws at us, we can never be stopped from
praying, laughing, and loving.

On this
day,
O
Beautiful
Mother

Heading into their 8th week of online learning, our
SAS students have now clocked over 10,000 curriculum hours on IXL! That is a huge feat for any school
to accomplish, and I am so proud of our students
for showing such dedication to their online learning,
as well as of our teachers for adapting, guiding,
and instructing.

rent school year, we are so grateful for so many
things! First of all, our teaching and support staff
who have so greatly raised the level of achievement for our students. And also for our St. Ann
Church, that has stayed together and supportive,
despite the closed doors. Don’t forget to support
the church in return by tuning into the Facebook
livestream at 10:30 on Sundays, and watching for
news of the phased reopening of the church that
will be starting soon.

While we are talking about numbers, did you know
that Fr. Mark and I distribute 300 free lunches three
times per week to local children? Since the beginning, we have now logged over 5,600 free lunches
to our school, parish, and community families! The
program will continue M/W/F from 11-1:00 until August to help ensure that no child goes hungry in the
Lansing area (we will be off tomorrow for Memorial
Day, however). Come on by for yours!

Looking ahead to the fall like we are? We have financial aid available for both returning and new
families for the 2020-2021 school year. If you or anyone else you know has been searching for a dynamic, nurturing, and diverse school that has kept
pace with the new demands placed on education
of late, please reach out so we can fill you in. We
are accepting applications and scheduling virtual
interviews now. We do have openings at most
grade levels as of right now, but don’t delay. Leave
a message at 708.895.1661 or email me directly at
egonzalez@stannschoolansing.org.

This coming week, we will collect the school-issued
Chromebooks from our students, as well as any other SAS books and materials they have been using at
home. Parents should register for a 15-minute time
slot on the Parent Resource Page of our website:
4th-8th on May 27, and Pre-K-3rd on May 28. You
will also be able to pick up your students’ belongings that were left in lockers. No one may enter the
building. We are in the process of developing a
summer program to keep our students on track for
the fall.

Current families, don’t forget you can earn a $500
referral credit for each and every new family you
bring in!
God bless you and your families,
Principal Gonzalez

As we begin the winding down process of the cur6

Free meals
are available
at the church
for ALL kids 18 and under every
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
while supplies last!
No registration necessary.
Each child will receive breakfast
and two lunches each day.
Come and see us!
Attend Sunday Mass via
livestream every week at
10:30 a.m.
on the St. Ann Catholic Parish
Facebook Page.
Previous Masses, including Easter,
may also be seen on our choir’s
YouTube channel. Go to
YouTube.com and search for
St Ann Choir. You do not need an
account for YouTube.

If you wish to receive the weekly
St. Ann church bulletin electronically, please send your name and
email address to
jeng@saintanncatholicparish.com
or subscribe here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/
BulletinSubscribe.aspx
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