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St. Ann Parish Mission Statement
We are called by a loving God to make St. Ann of Lansing a Catholic community of faith.
We are a family of diverse people with various ministries:
healing the body and spirit, teaching of God and His love,
united in sacraments and prayer, reaching out to the extended community.
With God’s revelation of Himself in Scripture as our guide,
we strive to grow in His Spirit and to fulfill the promise of Christ’s Kingdom.
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"And didn't you allow your daughter to go on those trips to Appalachia when she was in high school?” "Well, yes. I thought it
would look good on her résumé. Again, what does that have to
do with anything?"

From the
Pastor’s Pen

"Sir," said the priest, "You're the reason she's throwing it all
away. You introduced her to Jesus, not me."

Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time
The Sower: July, 12, 2020

"But," protested the father, "all we wanted was for her to be
raised Catholic." "Well, sorry, sir, but you messed up. You've
gone and made a disciple." "Yeah, but . . .”

God speaks His Word to us in many ways. Jesus compared the
Word of God to a seed, a seed which can make our lives fruitful.
However, if a seed is to produce a harvest, it must be planted in
good soil. What kind of soil do we offer God's Word? If our
lives are barren, it can only mean that we have not allowed
God's Word to take root in our hearts. But God does not give up
on us.

And that "Yeah, but . . .” exposes our shallowness, doesn't it?
We want to be résumé Christians but not serious ones.
Rev. William Barclay, a Church of Scotland minister, shares a
story that his friend told him. In the church where this friend
worshiped, there was a lonely old man, old Thomas. He had
outlived all his friends and hardly anyone knew him. When
Thomas died, this friend had the feeling that there would be no
one to go to the funeral, so he decided to go so that there might
be someone to follow the old man to his last resting-place.

A family was on vacation, and as they rode down the highway
there was a big sign that read “Road Closed.” They maneuvered
around the sign and continued on. Suddenly the road ended and
there was an even larger sign: "What part of 'Road Closed' didn't you understand?" (Reader's Digest, Laughter Really is the
Best Medicine, page 171)

There was no one else, and it was a miserable wet day. The
funeral reached the cemetery, and at the gate there was a soldier
waiting. An officer, but on his raincoat there were no rank
badges. He came to the grave side for the ceremony, then when
it was over he stepped forward, and before the open grave swept
his hand to a salute that might have been given to a king. The
friend walked away with this soldier, and as they walked, the
wind blew the soldier's raincoat open to reveal the shoulder
badges of a brigadier general.

In today's Gospel, Jesus tells us the same, that's why He uses
parables: to help those who have trouble understanding His
teachings understand what they need to know to be saved. Today and for the next two Sundays, we will hear several of Jesus'
parables about the kingdom of heaven. Today's parable and the
explanation that goes with it are very clear. God's word is like a
seed which can produce life, but if it falls on deaf ears, it produces nothing. It was what Jesus experienced as He traveled
from one place another, teaching.

The general said, "You will perhaps be wondering what I am
doing here. Years ago, Thomas was my Sunday School teacher;
I was a wild lad and a sore trial to him. He never knew what he
did for me, but I owe everything I am or will be to old Thomas,
and today I had to come to salute him at the end." Thomas did
not know what he was doing. No preacher or teacher ever does.
Keep sowing the seed. We can leave the rest to God, including
keeping the fire going. And that is GOOD news for all us tenant
farmers.

Certainly, from the time of Adam and Eve there have been people who hear God's word, and they respond to it like the hardened earth, or stony ground, or ground thick with weeds.
Like his contemporaries raised in an oral culture—the literacy
rate was about 2% in his time—Jesus spoke and taught in stories. All the ancients did this because stories were so effective.
They had so many levels of meaning that you couldn't canonize
only one, and that made them challenging, diverse, and rich.
Moreover, the stories had hidden hooks in them, messages that
might only become apparent after you thought about them for a
long time. Then it would hit you. Stories also, by nature, expand and evolve over time so that they are able to stimulate the
moral imaginations of future generations.

Once there was a famous rabbi who loved to illustrate a truth by
means of a story. One day, his students asked him why he
adopted this approach. He replied thus: “The best way to answer your question is through a story. There was a time when
Truth went around naked and unadorned. But the people shied
away from him and gave him no welcome. So Truth wandered
through the land, rebuffed and unwanted. One day, very disconsolate, he met Story strolling along happily dressed in a multicolored robe.

But let's go deeper as I share these stories with you. On the surface, they appear to be entertaining, but in hindsight, they confront us, like many other stories. They make us think morally.

‘Truth, why are you so sad?’ Story asked. ‘I am sad because I
am so old and ugly that everybody avoids me,’ Truth replied.
‘Nonsense!’ laughed Story. ‘That is not why people avoid you.
Here, borrow my robe, and see what happens.’ So Truth donned
Story's multi-colored robe, and lo, everywhere he went, he was
welcomed.

The priest received a phone call from a very irate father who
told him in no uncertain terms, "I hold you personally responsible for this!" He was angry because his newly graduated daughter had decided, in his words, "to throw it all away and go do
mission work in Haiti with the Jesuit volunteers.” “Isn't that
absurd!" he went on. "She has an M.B.S. degree from Scranton
and she's going off to dig ditches in Haiti! I hold you responsible for this!"

And the rabbi concluded, “The fact is, people are unable to face
the naked Truth; they much prefer the Truth disguised.”
Sometimes the truth can be so painful that we are not able to
take it straight. We have to dress it up. We have to adorn it. A
story makes a bitter truth more palatable. A story has another
great advantage. Just as a penny candle can help a searcher to
find a gold coin or a priceless pearl, so a short parable can contain a great truth and enable us to penetrate to the heart of that
truth.

"Why me?" asked the priest. The father said, "You filled her
mind with all this religious stuff."
The priest was not intimidated and shot back, "Sir, weren't you
the one who had her baptized?" "Well, yes," said the father,
"but what does that have to do with anything?"
"And didn't you send her to CCD classes when she was a little
girl?" “Well, yes."

What is Jesus saying to us in His short parable of the sower?
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Today’s Readings

Monday, July 13 (St. Henry)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† Mary Clark (Mary Ketchmark)
Tuesday, July 14 (St. Kateri Tekakwitha)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† Mack Foreman
Wednesday, July 15 (St. Bonaventure)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Thursday, July 16
(Our Lady of Mount Carmel)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Friday, July 17
7:30 a.m. Mass
† Donna Grabarek
Saturday, July 18
(St. Camillus deLellis; Blessed Virgin Mary)
4:00 p.m. Mass
† Mel Tiltges (June Tiltges)
† Frank J. Novak, Jr. (Family)
† Mary Schurke (Jan & Robert Ontolchik)
† Wally Jastrzab (Alice Jastrzab)
6:00 p.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Sunday, July 19
(Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
8:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. Mass
† Patricia Morgan (Dave & Pam Lepczynski)

First Reading — My word will achieve the end for which it was sent
(Isaiah 55:10-11).
Psalm — The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest
(Psalm 65).
Second Reading — We, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan within ourselves awaiting the redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:18-23).
Gospel — Some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit (Matthew 13:123 [1-9]).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 10:34 — 11:1
Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-8; Mt 11:20-24
Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-10, 14-15; Mt 11:25-27
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ps 102:13-14ab, 15-21; Mt 11:28-30
Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10-12abcd, 16; Mt 12:1-8
Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14; Mt 12:14-21
Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; Rom 8:26-27;
Mt 13:24-43 [24-30]

The 2020 Mass Book is open for your special intentions. Please call the
Parish Office for more information or to schedule Mass intentions.

abandon it. The lives of some people are littered with things
started but never finished.
Some seed fell into ground where weeds and thorns lay in wait.
It got off to a good start. But then the weeds appeared, and the
seed got smothered. People may receive the Word of God, but
there are so many other interests in their lives that the most important thing gets crowded out. People are too busy to pray.
People are so involved in their careers that they have no time or
energy left for the things of the spirit.

God’s Words

Each day we are bombarded with thousands of
words. From the moment our clock radios click
on in the morning, until the last moment of the
day when the television is turned off or someone
bids us “good-night,” our life is filled with
words. Some words that we hear bring news
that leaves us feeling low. Some words lift our
spirits. Many of the words we hear are trying to get us
to buy something. Some words are hurtful. Today the
Church focuses our attention on hearing the word of
God. Are God’s words just more of the same—part of
the endless stream of words that flow into our ears each
day? The challenge today is to allow God’s word to
inspire us in new ways so that our outlook and attitudes
align themselves more closely with the heart and mind
of Christ Jesus.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Finally, some seed fell on good soil, where it put down deep
roots, found nourishment and produced a harvest. So there are
people who hear the Word, understand it, and then act on it. Some grains of wheat were found in the tomb of one of the kings
Their lives are enriched by it.
of ancient Egypt. Someone planted and watered them. To the
God's Word comforts, guides, inspires and challenges us in turn. amazement of everyone, the grains came to life and began to
It is like precious seed. The sower sowed the seed haphazardly: grow, after five thousand years lying in a tomb. The seed of
on the path, on the rocks, among the thorns, and on good ground. God's Word, once dropped into the human heart, never dies. It's
You might say that he was wasteful and foolish. But there is never too late to act on the Word of God. Lord, soften our hearts
another way of looking at this. He was extremely generous, even with Your Grace, open them with Your gentle love, so that the
prodigal with the seed. He gives every part of the field a chance precious seed of Your word may take root in our hearts and bear
to produce something. God keeps on sowing His Word in our fruit in our lives.
hearts even though He knows that much of what He sows will be
eaten by the birds, or fall on rocks or among thorns. In nature,
the seed has only a short growing season in the early part of the
year. Not so with that seed which is the Word of God. Growth
can come at any stage in a person's life.
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Fr. Mark Kalema, Pastor

Baptisms
6-28-2020
Wൾൾඅඒ Bඎൽൾඍ:
$ 12,000.00
Dඋඈඉ Oൿൿ/Mൺංඅ Iඇ:
3,034.01
Oඇඅංඇൾ/Gංඏൾ Cൾඇඍඋൺඅ:
1,090.00
$ -7,875.99
Sඍ. Aඇඇ 50-50 Cඅඎൻ: $
450.00
Sർඁඈඈඅ Sർඁඈඅൺඋඌඁංඉ: $
318.01
Sඍ. Aඇඇ Sඎඌඍൾඇൺඇർൾ: $ 1,025.00
Thank you for your continued support of St. Ann.
Figures include all mailed-in, dropped-off,
and online contributions.

Please welcome and keep in your prayers the newest
members of our St. Ann family!

Alicia Janae Melendez

Child of Alejandro & Joann Melendez

July 5

June 14

Angel Villagomez

Child of Kevin & Maria Villagomez

Aliyah Evangelina Brambila

Child of Eric & Kassandra Brambila

St. Ann’s 50-50 Club
Our June 28 winning number was 8230.
8230 WOULD HAVE WON $477.50.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR
WEEKEND MASSES

DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!

SATURDAY 4:00 & 6:00 pm
SUNDAY 8:30 & 10:30 am!

To be eligible, both your 50-50 ($5.00) and weekly
collection envelopes (no limit, but at least $5) with
separate payments must be in the parish office by
9:00 a.m. Monday.

 NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW 
You may make your 50-50 donation at
Give Central, along with your weekly and
other contributions!
If you donate by check, you need to write
two separate checks.
Look for the winners in each bulletin, on our
Facebook page, or on the parish website.

ST. ANN PARISH NEEDS YOU!
With the absence of formal gatherings, we have no way to
take up a physical weekly collection. Luckily, we already
have secure electronic giving established through Give
Central, where our faithful can make offertory donations
without coming in contact with anyone. Absent the weekly collection, we will find it difficult to keep going: ministry,
maintenance, staff, and other expenses rely on our parishioners' weekly generosity. If you've not previously
signed up, please visit our Give Central link below.

As we reopen St. Ann, the Archdiocese has directed us
to limit attendance for the time being for the safety and
well-being of all our faithful. To help manage that,
we have established a reservation system for attending
Saturday and Sunday Masses.
To RSVP online please visit this direct link

bit.ly/StAnnMassReservation
or call the Parish Office at 708-895-6700
Instructional videos explaining the new Mass procedures
and for making reservations may be viewed at
www.stanncatholicparish.com, StAnn Choir on YouTube,
or our Facebook page, St. Ann Catholic Parish.
Some important things to keep in mind:

•

The dispensation from Sunday Mass and Holy Days
of Obligation continues. So if you feel you are under
the weather, please do not come to church for any
service, including Mass.

•

Our brothers and sisters who might be in a vulnerable
state are all encouraged NOT to attend the inside
Church services until further notice.

•

Those who have underlying medical conditions such
as diabetes, lung disease, undergoing cancer treatment, or any other illness, are strongly discouraged
from coming to Mass for your own safety and the
safety of all of those in attendance.

•

Those coming to any service in the Church will be
required to wear face coverings/masks at all times
except when receiving Communion. If you cannot
wear a mask during Mass, you are encouraged NOT
to attend the inside Church services.

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100
Should you need assistance navigating the website
or setting up your account, Brian Kozlowski is happy
to help! Call the Parish Office at 708.895.6700; leave
a message and he will call you back.
Or email Brian at
brianmkozlowski@gmail.com
You may also mail in your envelopes,
or drop them through the mail slot in the
Parish Office door facing the school building
(go inside the little screened porch, and you
will find the slot on the inside door).

When you arrive, there will be greeters at the doors to
welcome you home to St. Ann. The greeters will ask for
your name and number again to verify your reservation.
5 No one without a reservation can be admitted.

Dear St. Ann Parish, Parents, and Students,
I hope everyone had a wonderful July 4 holiday! As restrictions begin to loosen, let’s remember to keep social
distancing and masking to protect the vulnerable and
elderly in our communities. The best rule of thumb is to
refrain from visiting anyone if you or someone in your
household are sick. No one wants to intentionally spread
the virus, but taking chances with someone else’s health
is not Christian-like. Remember, we will be in school in less
than two months, so stay safe.
Although school is out for summer, we are busy! The St.
Ann staff is working harder than ever to ensure we will be
using the most proven and up to date procedures to
keep all of our students and faculty safe for a return to
school. Our free summer lunch program is still offered
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday from 11:00 to 1:00.
The 2020-2021 8th grade families will meet virtually on
Monday, July 13, at 7:00 p.m. to begin planning graduation activities for next year. We expect great things from
this class and nothing says that more than planning
ahead.

2020-21
St. Ann School
Sign-Up Days

St. Ann’s free online summer school “Tune Up” program
will run from July 20 through July 31. We will offer four
courses, Monday through Thursday, from 10:00 to 12:00
concurrently. Middle school classes will consist of Personal Finance and Backyard Biodiversity. The primary grades
will have two STEM courses in Math & English. Students will
be chosen based on their January iREADY test scores,
with a maximum of 15 available slots. I will be contacting
parents personally to register their children for their individual summer school slots. Keep checking the website
and bulletin for the most updated information.

Wednesday, July 22
Sunday, July 26

Register for School
Pick Up/Drop Off Medical Forms
Order Breakfast/Lunches/Milk
Sign up for Sports, Scouts, & Clubs
Take care of other business & forms

I will host a Virtual Back to School parent meeting on
Tuesday, July 28. The primary grade parents will meet at
7 p.m., and the middle school parents’ meeting will be at
8:00 p.m. You will receive an email two days before with
instructions on how to access the meeting.

Please call the office if neither of these dates work
for you. We need to order books/materials and
prepare devices for 1:1 computing,
so be sure your child’s place is secured
no later than July 31.

Mark your calendars, school tentatively starts on Monday,
August 17, with a full day of school for all students including pre-school. Our uniform policy has not changed so
please contact our new-old vendor Dennis in Highland
for all your school uniform needs. Don’t forget current
parents, you can earn $500 in tuition credits for every new
family you bring in!

The First Day of School is
Tentatively August 17

Have a safe and blessed week,

WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO HOLD REGISTRATION
IN PERSON BY INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENT.
STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Principal Gonzalez
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Alumni Honors

Now More Than Ever
Our Students Need Us!

Congratulations to our St. Ann
parishioners and alumni who recently made the 2019-20 Fourth
Quarter Honor Roll at Marian
Catholic High School:
Isabel Alvarez, Cruz Arteaga, Maya Correa, Mia Dabrowski, April
Del Rio, Melina Duda, Yesenia
Garcia, Makayla Gilbert, Louis
Gray, Theodore Gray, Kailey Latham, Nicolas Mangano,
Kiernan McSwiggan, Leah Mondragon, Craig Morrison,
Oluwadamilola Ogunyoye, Andrea Roa, John Roe, Lucas
Seymour, Gabriel Terrazas, and Alexis Zamudio.
Congratulations also to our St. Ann
parishioners and alumni who recently made 2019-20 Second Semester Honors at Marist High
School: Daniel Becerra, Madeline
Sombong, and Morgan Ulanowski.
Keep up the good work, everyone!

During these unprecedented days of COVID-19,
St. Ann School students have relied on us more
than ever for stability, spirituality, and a solid education, and we have been here for them! Our
outstanding staff was ready and capable, and distance learning began immediately following the
stay-at-home order. We did not miss even one
day of learning, and are formulating a flexible
plan for 2020/21 that will allow for any contingencies that may arise.

Now More Than Ever
We Need You!

Many of our families are experiencing financial
hardship due to the current pandemic. The decrease in incoming tuition and the postponement
of budgeted fundraisers have put us in a much
more difficult financial situation than usual. As
an alumnus, parishioner, or close friend of the
school, you have a unique understanding of what
St. Ann and Catholic education means to our students, staff, families, and community. We are
asking you to prayerfully consider making a donation to the St. Ann Sustenance Fund to help see
us through these tough times. No gift is too
small, and sharing this plea with your friends and
family will also help us greatly. Contributions
may be made at the links below or mailed in
(marked St. Ann Sustenance Fund or SASFund).
Thank you for your support and generosity!

Cool Summer
Scholarship Deals

for New SAS Students
$500 Middle School Scholarships
• New 3rd – 8th graders
• Renewable yearly until graduation* per eligible child

Thank you for considering a gift to help
sustain St. Ann School and Catholic
education in the Lansing area
during the current health crisis.

$750 Religious Ed. Transfer Scholarships
• New K – 8th graders
• Must attend or have attended religious education at

St. Ann or another Catholic parish
• Renewable for three (3) years* per eligible child

Donate securely online at
www.givecentral.org/location/100/
event/25410
or by texting
sasfund to 847-201-4236

For More Information and Additional
Tuition Assistance Opportunities
Mrs. Janice Summerrise: 708-895-1661
jsummerrise@stannschoollansing.org

* One scholarship per student.
Academic and conduct standards must be maintained
for renewal eligibility.
Look for “St. Ann Catholic Parish” and
“St. Ann Catholic School, Lansing” on
facebook, and “like” us to receive updates and breaking news about the parish and the school.
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Lansing Meals on Wheels is in
need of volunteers on
Tuesdays & Thursdays from
8-11:30 a.m. FMI, please call
Denise Cox at 708-895-0388.
You will be helping many
Lansing Residents who
are in need.

If you wish to receive the weekly St. Ann
church bulletin electronically, please send your
name and email address to
jeng@saintanncatholicparish.com
or subscribe here:
www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Please keep in your prayers our newest sacramental
candidates who made their First Reconciliation this
weekend after a lengthy delay due to the COVID-19
health crisis. Now they are ready to make their First
Communion over the next two Saturdays. We look
forward to seeing these children of God continue to
grow up with us at St. Ann and participate in the life
of the Church! If you would like to pray for them by
name, our candidates are all featured on the front
cover of this week’s bulletin.

Attend Sunday Mass via livestream every week
at 10:30 a.m. on the St. Ann Catholic Parish
Facebook Page.
Previous Masses may also be seen on our choir’s YouTube
channel. Go to YouTube.com and search for St Ann Choir.
You do not need an account for YouTube.

As you celebrate your first Holy Communion,
may the Light of the Lord and Savior shine
brightly in your life today and always.

Follow us on Instagram!
@stannlansing

Parents, Welcome to
St. Ann’s Religious Education Program!
It is our privilege and honor to work with your children to bring them into a deeper
understanding of their faith and to help them grow in their knowledge of the
teachings of the Catholic Church.
Registration for the 2020-21 School Year is Open!
At this time, registration will be by phone or Zoom call:
Sandra Bustamante, PA/DRE, 708-895-6700 EXT: 135
In-person registrations will take place in the School Library
Sunday, August 2 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Monday, August 3 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Classes begin September 13-14
Sundays: 8:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. or Mondays: 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

We are looking for Catechists/volunteers to
help guide our children in their faith.
FMI, please contact Sandra Bustamante
708-895-6700 Ext: 135
Training will be provided!
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